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Rom eo an d  Ju l i et  Key Q u otes:

Quotes are important to include in your writing. The appropriate quote will 
prove your point and strengthen your answer. The relevance of the quotes given 
will be detailed in the next few pages. 

- "What, drawn, and talk of peace!" - Tybalt Capulet
- "As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee." - Tybalt Capulet
- "If ever you disturb our streets again, your lives shall pay the forfeit of the 

peace" - Prince of Verona
- "I fear too early: for my mind misgives some consequence, yet hanging in 

the stars" - Romeo Montague
- "Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! For I ne'er saw true beauty 

till this night" - Romeo Montague
- "To strike him dead I hold it not a sin" - Tybalt Capulet
- "My only love sprung from my only hate!" - Juliet Capulet
- "But soft! What light through yonder window breaks? It is the east and 

Juliet is the sun!" - Romeo Montague
- "It is too rash, too unadvis'd, too sudden; " - Juliet Capulet
- "Wisely and slow; they stumble that run fast" - Friar Lawrence
- "These violent delights have violent ends," - Friar Lawrence
- "O, I am fortunes fool!" - Romeo Montague
- "O serpent heart, hid with a flowering face! Did ever dragon keep so fair a 

cave?" - Juliet Capulet
- "O God! I have an ill-divining soul!" - Juliet Capulet



Love/ Fickle Love:

Love is a stronger force in the play than 
hatred, and is demonstrated by many 
characters.  

The love between the 'star-crossed 
lovers' Romeo and Juliet is the central 
theme of the play. On both sides, it is 
love at fist sight and involves total 
commitment. Their intense relationship 
and the secrecy with which it is 
surrounded leads to serious problems 
for both of them. 

- Juliet commits herself to Romeo 
after the briefest of meetings, and 
before she knows his identity. "Go 
ask his name. If he be married, My 
grave is like to be my wedding bed"

- On their second meeting, she 
declares her unconditional love 
for him, even before he asks for 
this. "I gave thee mine before thou 
didst request it"

- The quality of Juliet 's love for 
Romeo is frankly expressed to him 
in her most moving speech. "My 
bounty is as boundless as the sea, 
My love as deep. The more I give to 
thee, The more I have, for both are 
infinite."

- Romeo's love for her is equally 
intense. He cannot bear the 
thought of separation from her. 
When he is banished from Vereno 
he is also banished from Juliet. "Tis 
torture, and not mercy. Heaven is 
here, Where Juliet lives." 

- When Romeo thinks he may never 
see Juliet again, he prefers to die 
rather than live without her, and 
attempts to stab himself, only to 
be restrained by the Nurse. As fro 
Juliet, when she is confronted with 
the threat of being married to 
Paris, and losing Romeo forever, 
she too prefers death. "If all else 
fail, myself have the power to die"

- Finally, when Romeo thinks the 
sleeping Juliet is dead, he decides 
to join her by poisoning himself. 
Had he reacted less hastily, they 
would have reunited when she 
awoke. When she wakes and finds 
him dead, she stabs herself to 
death with his dagger. Their love 
means so much to them that life 
without the other seems empty 
and meaningless.

- Love as a force of nature is so 
strong that it transcends societal 
conventions. 

Examples of fickle love within the play:

- Romeo's immature infatuation 
with Rosaline. 

- His love for Juliet is shallow and 
based on looks. "It is the east and 
Juliet is the sun"

- Paris' love for Juliet is borne out of 
tradition, he has identified her as 
a suitable candidate for marriage. 
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Hate:

- Hatred is ever-present in the 
play in the form of the 
long-standing feud between the 
Montagues and the Capulets, 
which is best represented by 
Tybalt.

- When Capulets and Montagues 
meet in public places, fights 
and assaults easily occur, 
sometimes resulting in death. 
During the Capulets' feast, 
Tybalt recognises Romeo and 
immediately wants to kill him 
or drive him out simply 
because Romeo is a Montague 
in the Capulets' house. When 
Juliet falls in love with Romeo, 
she realises how unlucky she is 
that the man she loves is the 
son of the one family she must 
hate. "My only love, sprung from 
my only hate!"

- The story of Romeo and Juliet 
takes place over five days: from 
a Sunday to the following 
Thursday. As far as the feud is 
concerned, Tybalt 's death is a 
major turning point. Before his 
death there were signs that the 
feud may have run its course, 
and that several characters 
would like to see it end. 

- Benvolio is one of the 

characters who wishes the feud 
would end, we often see him 
act as a peacemaker. He tries to 
suppress the brawl involving 
rival sets of servants, and 
invites Tybalt Capulet, to assist 
him in the effort. Benvolio also 
advises his friends to avoid 
trouble by keeping out of the 
way of the Capulets. When 
Mercutio invites Tybalt to fight, 
Benvolio tries to preserve the 
peace, asking them to go 
somewhere private to resolve 
their differences. 

- The feud survives mainly 
through hot-blooded men of 
the households such as Tybalt 
Capulet. He sums up his 
outlook when he tells Benvolio 
he hates all Montagues. "As I 
hate hell, all Montagues, and 
thee." Tybalt, by seeking out 
Romeo to challenge him, 
provides the excuse for a 
renewal of old hatreds. Once 
Tybalt dies, the ancient feud 
revives for a time. Lady Capulet, 
Tybalt 's aunt, wants the Prince 
to have Romeo put to death for 
killing him. "Romeo slew Tybalt. 
Romeo must not live." She later 
comes up with a plan to have 
Romeo poisoned in Mantua.
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Fate:

- We are reminded of the power 
of fate throughout the play. 
Fate is the idea that some 
unseen power decides 
everything that will happen to a 
person from birth to death.

- Before the play gets under way, 
we are warned of the fate that 
awaits the character. "From 
forth the the fatal loins of these 
two foes A pair of star-crossed 
lovers take their life" The 
prologue tells us that the two 
feuding families are cursed by 
fate.

- As the play progresses, Romeo 
and Juliet sense that fate is 
working against them, and 
express this idea quite often.  
When Romeo sneaks into the 
Capulet feast he fears some 
unknown terror is waiting to 
destroy him. He fears the feast 
he is going to will somehow 
lead to his untimely death. "For 
my mind misgives some 
consequence, yet hanging in the 
stars"

- Even though the main 
characters act for the best, fate 
has arranged things os that 
their actions often turn out for 
the worst. A good example of 

this is when Romeo's 
well-meaning attempt to halt 
the fight between Tybalt and 
Mercutio results in Mercutio's 
death.  The unintended 
outcome of Romeo's best 
efforts teaches him that fate 
has arranged incidents such as 
Mercutio's  death to bring 
about further tragedies . One 
piece of bad luck leads to 
another. This day's black fate on 
more days doth depend. This but 
begins the woe others must end."

- As Romeo leaves her to go to 
Mantua, Juliet wonders if they 
will ever meet again. "O God, I 
have an ill divining soul! Methinks 
I see thee, now thou art so low, As 
one dead in the bottom of a 
tomb." She paints an accurate 
picture as the next time she 
sees him, he will be lying dead 
beside her as she wakes in the 
tomb. 
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