
JULIET - A 
CHARACTER 
STUDY



- .Juliet, like Romeo, makes the 
transition from an innocent 
adolescent to a responsible adult 
during the course of the play. In 
Juliet 's case, however, there is a 
heightened sense that she has been 
forced to mature too quickly.

- When she first meets and falls in 
love with Romeo, she is prepared to 
defy her parents and marry Romeo 
in secret. In Act 3, Scene 5, Capulet 
demands his right as her father to 
marry her to Paris, threatening her 
with disinheritance and public 
shame. Juliet, however, is resolute in 
her decision to die rather than enter 
a false marriage. "If all else fail, myself 
have the power to die" At this point 
Juliet is most isolated from her 
family, even the Nurse betrays 
Juliet 's trust by advising her to forget 
Romeo and comply with her father 's 
wishes. 

- In her relationship with Romeo, Juliet 
is loving, witty, loyal and strong. 
When Romeo and Juliet kiss at the 
feast, Juliet teases Romeo for the use 
of popular imagery of love poetry to 
express his feelings and for kissing 
according to convention rather than 
from the heart. "You kiss by th'book" 
This establishes a pattern for their 
relationship in which Juliet displays 
greater maturity, particularly in 
moments of great emotional 
intensity.

- In the balcony scene Act 2, Scene 2, 
Juliet is aware of the foolhardiness of 
their love "IT is too rash, too 
unadvis'd, too sudden." This sense of 

rushing headlong accurately 
characterises their relationship, yet 
despite her premonition, Juliet is the 
one who suggest later in the scene 
that they marry. 

Dut ifu l and Obedient :

- At the beginning Juliet is a respectful 
daughter who is willing to consider 
marrying Paris to make her parents 
happy.

- When she marries Romeo, her 
loyalties change and she becomes 
entirely devoted to her new 
husband. Her loyalty is evident when 
she defends Romeo after he  kills 
Tybalt. "To live an unstained wife to 
my sweet love."

Rebell ious and Def iant :

- She begins to rebel against her 
parent 's wishes as soon as she 
meets Romeo and marries him 
without their knowledge or approval.

- Juliet 's refusal to marry Paris is the 
strongest and most open act of 
defiance she displays in the play. 
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